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To all my fellow travelers...
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Note on Transliteration

As this work spans five centuries and the region between Simnan and Multan, any system of transliteration is
bound to contain simplifications and inconsistencies. The system adopted here follows that of the Cambridge
History of Iran and uses an “Arabic” vocalization (&, a, 1, i, @1, u) and the corresponding diphthongs (ai, au).
The rendering of the consonants privileges the Persian pronunciation: v for , z for ua, z for &. The only
exceptions to this rule are the rare fricatives &, 2 and J, which have been rendered as th, dh and zh
respecectively. The spelling of a number of Turkish and Mongol words reflects a more elaborate vowel
system. This is the case for bég and its derivatives, as well as for such Turkmen tribal names as Sariq, Teke
and Yomut. In the rendering of Mongol proper names, the Persianized transliteration takes effect with the
transition to Islam, e.g. Ogedei, Mongke, and Hiilegii, as opposed to Uljaitii. Mongol names en vogue in
Qajar times are likewise transliterated according to Persian usage: Mangii and Hulakdi. The Arabic term khail
has been rendered as kkél throughout the text.






